
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
April 26, 2016 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
April 26, 2016.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; and Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  George Sidhu, Interim General Manager; Mark Handzlik, 
Assistant Engineering Manager; Mike Fox, Operations Manager; Kevin Tate, 
Community Relations Manager; Sally Saxton, Senior Accountant/Acting Finance 
Manager; Cathy Langlow, AP Clerk/Deputy Auditor; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; and Kim 
Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Diane Robertson, Terri Cook, 
Curt Tronsdal, Brandon Stone, Skagit Valley Herald, Dale Ragan, Mount Vernon City 
Councilman, Mark Semrau, Ryan Dales, Mike Newman; District Employees:  Chris 
Shaff, Mike Demers, Krista Lewis, Mike Benton, Becky Zorn and Kurt VanBurkleo. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Minutes of the April 19, 2016 
Commission meeting as sent.  The motion passed. 

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve payment of Voucher Approval No. 2672 – 
Voucher Nos. 6083-6129 ($229,506.93) 04/26/16.  The motion passed. 

Commissioner Cook requested that the Status of Budget be postponed until the next 
meeting as he had received the report at 9:30 AM and had not reviewed it.  Interim 
Manager Sidhu stated that Acting Finance Manager Saxton had worked very hard to 
complete the report and held off emailing it on Friday as he had asked for clarification on 
a couple of items.  Interim Manager Sidhu recommended that Interim Auditor Langlow 
present the highlights of the report.  Commissioner Robertson stated he had reviewed the 
report and Commissioner Littlefield stated he had also reviewed it briefly and asked that 
the report be given and if needed, it could be discussed at a later meeting.  Interim 
Auditor Langlow presented the Status of Budget through December 31, 2015. Assistant 
Engineering Manager Handzlik suggested that if there were questions concerning the 
report it would be nice for Finance to receive them in advance; Interim Manager Sidhu 
suggested emailing any questions the Commission might have to him.   

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report, Interim General Manager Sidhu reported that he, 
Operations Manager Fox, Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik and other staff met with 
Derek Pell, Planning and Engineering Manager, WA State Department of Health (DOH) NW 
Drinking Water Operations last week and discussed quite a few things, including work status and 
mission, vision and values.  Mr. Pell is confident in the staff’s ability to run the District, and 
while not necessary for anything specific, staff plans to schedule another meeting to discuss 
issues and stay engaged with DOH. 

Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik reported on the following: 

• This week crews are in full construction mode on the Waugh Road project. To 
date the crews have replaced 3,100 lineal feet of pipe.  The Waugh Road project 
will add 1,300 feet to this total. Next week crews will be continuing with the pipe 
replacement program with work on Waugh Road. 

• This week District crews also repaired an 8-inch AC waterline break on North 
18th Street, south of East Fir Street, Mount Vernon and cleanup work remains.  
Commissioner Littlefield asked if there are any claims involved and if Enduris is 
aware; Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik replied yes, mostly insulation 
and vapor barrier damage and Enduris responded with representatives from 
Evergreen Adjusters.   

• Shoreline Construction was awarded the 30th Street Transmission Line and Digby 
Road Pipeline Phase-I project. This week the District will receive soil samples for 



evaluation.  This project is partially funded through a Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund loan.  

• Bids for the Division Street Tank and Booster Pump were opened today, April 26, 
2016. Four bids were received and ranged from $8,267,000 to $9,387,000.  Staff 
is evaluating the bids for responsibility criteria.  Contract award will be requested 
at the May 10, 2016 Commission meeting.  

• The Bulk Water Filling stations have been set and are operable.  A demonstration 
is being planned for those customers that are more inclined to use the Bow Hill 
Road fill station.  Commissioner Littlefield asked if hydrant customers have been 
notified; Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik replied yes.  Commissioner 
Cook asked if there was a good turnout; Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik 
replied yes.  Commissioner Robertson asked if the County has shown any 
inclination to see the fill stations, as the public will probably show interest; 
Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik replied no, but it would be a good idea 
to invite Health and Public Works to view a demonstration. 

Developer Projects 
A tie-in has been scheduled for the Cleveland Avenue Waterline Extension.  

Operations Manager Fox reported the following: 

• A 48-inch meter was installed at the WTP yesterday, giving total flow out of the 
plant which will be an improvement.  

• Maintenance will be required on the pumps in the next year or two.   

• Commented on great technology tools regarding the break on 18th Street.  Distribution 
Operator Anderson was on call to monitor SCADA and received a high flow alarm at 
5:15 AM and contacted the in charge person, Meter Technician Smyth and when the 911 
call came through he was already on the road to the site.   

Commissioner Littlefield asked about security work at the WTP; Operations Manager 
Fox replied work includes hatch and ladder alarms, as well as pump station security 
upgrades. 

Community Relations Manager Tate reported the following: 

• A great tour of the WTP was held with Brownies, Daisies and Junior Girl Scouts 
from Sedro-Woolley on Thursday.   

• The District will have a booth at the annual Mount Vernon High School Science 
and Technology Night.  He stated it is a great way to talk about career 
opportunities in the water industry and the District has participated for eight years 
and has a very popular booth.  Commissioner Littlefield asked if the District has 
received any calls related to the Seattle/Tacoma schools issue of lead in the 
drinking water; CR Manager Tate replied no. 

Under New Business, Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik presented a review of the 
District’s Cross Connection Control program including, the District’s mission, facilities 
served by the District, water connected hazards, program goals including 10 elements, 
Cross Connection Control Coordinator, and a proposed schedule of future meeting 
presentations and/or work sessions with the Commission.  Discussion ensued regarding 
various aspects of cross connection control program, including current program, proposed 
improvements, proposed manual, premise isolation, low incidence of breaches, remodels 
that change original use, and future discussion.  Commissioner Cook stated he would be 
on vacation on September 20; Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik replied the dates 
are flexible.  Interim Manager Sidhu stated that they want to keep the momentum 
moving. 

Under Miscellaneous, Interim Manager Sidhu stated that Commission notebooks include a 
Skagit Valley Herald article regarding the bulk water fill stations. 

Under Audience Comments, Dale Ragan asked when the financial information discussed today 
would be available to the public; Commissioner Littlefield replied the report is complete.  Acting 
Finance Manager Saxton stated that she could have copies for the public next week. 



Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Cook stated he would have preferred to 
have the budget report earlier as he was unprepared.  Commissioner Littlefield stated as 
mentioned by Interim Manager Sidhu, please contact him or Acting Finance Manager 
Saxton or Interim Auditor Langlow if you have any questions before the next meeting so 
they are prepared with answers.  Interim Manager Sidhu commended Finance for getting 
the report completed, as did Commissioners Robertson and Littlefield. 

Commissioner Littlefield mentioned that Interim Manager Sidhu would not be available 
for the meeting next week; Interim Manager Sidhu replied he notified the Commission as 
he will be presenting at the American Water Works Association-Pacific Northwest 
Section (AWWA-PNWS) Conference next week. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Cook moved for 
adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of April 26, 2016 was adjourned at 
5:19 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


